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SAMIR MAJUL AT BAHRAIN GATEWAY FORUM: FORGING A NEW Soci10-EcoNomic CONTRACT BASED ON THE PRINCIPLES OF

TRANSPARENCY, EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES, ENCOURAGING INDIVIDUAL INITIATIVE AND STIMULATING INNOVATION

The President of the Union of Arab
Chambers, President of the Tunisian
Union of Industry, Commerce and
Handicrafts, Samir Majoul, stressed
during a speech at the second session:
The vital role of non-governmental
organizations in the private sector
in economic growth to support
governments, in a region that is a
global choice for opportunities, within
the work of the Bab Al Bahrain Forum
2025 organized by Bahrain Chamber
of Commerce and Industry under the
patronage of His Royal Highness
Crown Prince and Prime Minister
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa,
in the presence of His Excellency the
President of the Bahrain Chamber
Samir Abdullah Nass, the Secretary
General of the Cooperation Council
for the Arab States of the Gulf
Jassim  Mohammed  Al-Budaiwi,
and the Minister of Transport and
Communications of the Kingdom
of Bahrain Dr. Shaikh Abdulla bin
Ahmed, Minister of Industry and
Commerce of the Kingdom of Bahrain
Abdulla bin Adel Fakhro and WTO
Director-General Ngozi Okonjo, The
Director-General of the International
Labor Organization , Gilbert Hongbo,
that the role of the private sector
in economic development is one
of the most important axes that
deserve deep and careful discussion,
especially in light of the current
economic challenges faced by many
Arab countries, where the sector is
represented Private locomotive of
economic growth in most countries
of the world, plays a pivotal role
in financing social and economic
infrastructure, and is considered
the main source of job creation and
improvement of living conditions for
communities.

He believed that the state's hegemony
over the Arab economy, whether
through government companies or
direct intervention in vital sectors,
represents a major challenge to the
development of the private sector, as this economic model, which
has been adopted by many Arab countries since independence,
has led to a great dependence on the public sector in employment
and service provision, while granting broad subsidies and
reducing economic risks for citizens. This dominance has
resulted in several negative consequences, most notably:
weakening entrepreneurship and innovation, monopolizing
opportunities and weak competition, declining foreign direct
investment, and weak productivity of the private sector. Policies
should focus on reducing the direct economic role of the state
in favor of regulation and oversight, encouraging public-private
partnerships, and reforming legislation to create a competitive
and transparent business environment. Strengthening the role
of intermediary institutions, such as chambers of commerce, to
support the private sector and represent it in policymaking.

The challenges facing our region are multiple and complex,
including conflicts, financial pressures, and political divisions.
In this context, I believe that Arab governments should prioritize
as follows: promoting political and security stability, reforming
the business environment, providing financing and supporting
SMEs, investing in infrastructure and education, enhancing
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transparency and fighting corruption,
and encouraging regional cooperation.
President Samir Majul noted that
artificial intelligence represents an
) unprecedented opportunity for Arab
economies to achieve a quantum leap
in productivity and innovation. If
properly utilized, this technology can
contribute to: improving the efficiency
of vital sectors, creating new jobs,
and increasing competitiveness by
developing  innovative  products
and services that are competitive
regionally and globally. There are real
risks of underdevelopment if countries
do not invest in: digital infrastructure,
technical education and training, and
bridging the digital divide. The role of
chambers of commerce and federations
is critical in this transformation by
organizing workshops and training
courses, encouraging partnerships,
representing private sector interests
in formulating digital policies,
and supporting Al startups and
entrepreneurs  through  dedicated
incubation and funding programs.

The President of the Union of Arab
Chambers stressed that artificial
intelligence is both an opportunity
and a challenge, and success depends
on the readiness of governments, the
private sector, and civil society to
adopt this technological revolution
comprehensively and fairly.

He stressed that our economic future,
despite the geopolitical and financial
challenges plaguing our region, lies
in unleashing the energies of the
private sector, an engine whose role
we have long marginalized. Today,
we are called upon to forge a new
socio-economic  contract,  based
on the principles of transparency,
equal opportunities, the promotion
of individual initiative, the stimulation of innovation, and the
perpetuation of a culture of calculated risk. Al represents a
historic opportunity for our economies to take a leading position
on the global economic map, but at the same time, it carries
with it great risks if we do not make good use and prepare for it
optimally. Therefore, we need a comprehensive national strategy
aimed at developing digital infrastructure, qualifying human
cadres, encouraging research and development, and providing
the appropriate legislative and regulatory environment for the
prosperity of this promising sector.

He concluded by saying that the chambers of commerce and their
federations are called upon today to play a pivotal role in this
transitional phase, by supporting small and medium enterprises,
encouraging innovation, facilitating access to finance,
representing the interests of the private sector before government
agencies, contributing to the formulation of economic policies,
and actively participating in the implementation of Vision 2030.
Source (Union of Arab Chambers)
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KHALED HANAfi REVEALS FROM CHINA THE LAUNCH OF AN ARAB-CHINESE CENTER TO SUPPORT ENTREPRENEURSHIP, INNOVATION,

THE ORANGE ECONOMY, AND THE ADOPTION OF THE IDEA OF EStABLISHING ARAB-CHINESE INDUSTRIAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL PARKS

f

The Secretary-General of the Union of Arab Chambers, Dr.
Khaled Hanafi, during his chairmanship of a session entitled:
"China-Arab Industrial Zones", in the presence of high-level
Arab and Chinese personalities and delegations of a large
number of Arab countries, within the work of the eleventh Arab-
Chinese Conference held in the Chinese province of Hainan
during the period 27-29 April 2025, the adoption of the idea
of establishing joint Chinese-Arab industrial and technological
parks in various Arab countries, enjoying strategic locations
near ports and logistics centers, similar to what is implemented
by China's TEDA is part of Egypt's Suez Canal Economic
Zone. He pointed out that this initiative is based on incubating
Arab talents and integrating them with Chinese expertise in
various fields, and is considered as the necessary infrastructure
for these parks.

Dr. Khaled Hanafi noted that these parks will be planned with
great precision, with a comprehensive master plan for each
site, which includes a variety of small, medium and large units,
interconnected through an input and output system, which
enhances the front and back links as each complex will be
linked to others in the Arab region and China, which creates
a cooperative network based on each complex on four main
pillars: Training and Development Unit: focuses on technical
rehabilitation and cultural guidance for all employees in
the complex. Market Intelligence Unit: Using big data and
analytics to study current and target markets, and identify
market needs. R&D unit: dedicated to adapting products to
specific markets and encouraging innovation. Financing Unit:
Conducting financial feasibility studies to facilitate access to
financing for all units within the complex.

Dr. Khaled Hanafi explained that these INDUSTRIAL PARKS
will serve as joint Arab-Chinese projects, with small units that
serve as incubators for the cooperation of entrepreneurs and
innovators from both regions. "The establishment of these parks
and their spread throughout the Arab region will significantly
promote sustainable trade, investment, and exchange between

Arab countries and China. The initiative could mitigate many
of the risks associated with trade wars and facilitate entry into
new markets. He suggested that the Union of Arab Chambers,
in cooperation with its partners, play an important role in
advancing this joint Arab-Chinese endeavor.

TEDA presented the project it has been developing in Egypt
since 2008, spanning an area of over seven square kilometers in
the Suez Canal Economic Zone. The first phase of development,
covering an area of approximately 1.34 square kilometers, has
been completed, and work is currently underway on the second
phase, covering an area of six square kilometers. TEDA
has significantly contributed to strengthening the Egyptian
economy through investments, job creation (over 70,000 jobs),
sales revenues (over $4.6 billion by the end of 2024), and tax
payments (over $450 million by the end of 2024).

Roundtable of
Organizations
The Secretary-General of the Union, Dr. Khaled Hanafi,
delivered a speech at the Round Table of Chinese-Arab Trade
Promotion Organizations, in which he considered that the
Chinese private sector has achieved in recent years very great
successes. There are Chinese models for the private sector
that were not known in the past. Now China has become an
attractive and pivotal point for free trade and international
cooperation, and this is very prominent and important, as the
Chinese political leadership today, with the Chinese private
sector, has a very great desire to liberalize trade and open up
to all countries. World. We in the Arab region fully believe in
freedom of trade and openness, especially in light of today's
global calls for openness rather than closure, and from this
point of view, we extend our hands to China and the Chinese
private sector in order to provide a new model to be followed
in joint Arab-Chinese action.

Dr. Hanafi stressed that the Arab region is China's fourth
trading partner after the United States, ASEAN countries and

Arab-Chinese Trade Promotion



the European Union. He revealed that the volume of trade
exchange between the Arab and Chinese sides exceeded
400 billion dollars in 2024, and this prominent and focused
figure came as a result of the increase in the volume of trade
exchange by one thousand percent compared to what it was
two decades ago. He pointed out that we in the Arab world are
ready and ready to increase this number to the level of Higher
and larger to exceed 600 billion dollars in the coming years, to
become the first trading partner for China, just as China is the
first trading partner for the Arab world.

He pointed out that in order to strengthen relations to reach what
we aspire to, a new approach must be adopted in the coming
period, especially in light of the circumstances and changes
in the world. Considering that the Arab region is witnessing
great changes and developing, and the Arab region is currently
the main supplier of energy to China, but we must not stop
there, but we must follow the path, for example, through the
establishment of technology parks that serve as a solid basis for
the continuation of work and the joint success of the peoples of
the Arab region and China. As well as the establishment of an
entrepreneurship center to support entrepreneurs, innovation,
and the orange economy.

He stressed that "the Arab private sector through the Union
of Arab Chambers, which I have the honor to represent has
completely changed for the better and there are great success
stories for the Arab private sector, and therefore the Chinese
private sector must pay attention to this matter and move
strongly and quickly through the foundations that we put in
order to bring about the desired change for both parties, taking
into account that the 22 Arab countries all have a view, ports
and ports on the seas and oceans, and therefore these ports can
Engage in the Road and Belt Initiative and be focal points and
logistics zones to promote value-added chains.

He said that China and the Arab countries can draw new
corridors for trade around the world, and this is not fiction,
but we can turn it into something tangible on the ground, as
China launched the Supply Chain Conference and Exhibition,
so yes, we can change together the supply chain routes that
prevailed in the past, and the Arab region, with a population of
450 million citizens and a GDP size of more than 4.5 trillion
dollars, will be a great and important partner for China through
its youth energies and its strong private sector. The Arab
region, which is interested in rapprochement with China and
with the Chinese private sector, which has provided impressive
models in recent years. There is also a political will on the
Chinese side to rapprochement with the Arab world through
the five oysters launched by the Chinese president to enhance
cooperation with the Arab world, and we in our initiative are
interested in these five oysters and we hope that there will be
equal interest from the Chinese side.

The Secretary General of the Union held a series of high-
profile meetings and meetings with the President of the China
Council for the Development of International Trade (CCPIT),
Ryu Hongbin, Jiang Zhujun, Vice Chairman of the National
Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative
Conference, and Liu Xiaoming, Governor of Hainan Province,
where they discussed ways to enhance economic, trade and
investment relations between the Arab world and China,
especially in promising fields and sectors, especially in
advanced technology, digital economy, Internet of Things and
intelligence. Artificial and big data, in addition to the sectors
of industry, orange economy, entrepreneurship, innovation
and other vital fields that contribute to achieving visions and
goals to reach Arab-Chinese relations to the levels of strategic
partnership.

Source (Union of Arab Chambers)




